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DAVID LINDNER 

230. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Police: 

I have a supplementary question. 

(1) Given that David Lindner was able to act in the way he did, does the minister accept that the current 
system is broken? 

(2) What undertakings will the minister make to see some legislative change to meet community expectations 
for such offences and behaviour? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 

(1)–(2) It is impossible for me to make an informed decision about whether the system is broken because I am 
not able to be apprised of the exact circumstances of what has gone on there. I do not think that is 
acceptable. I am seeking further advice from the State Solicitor about what information the 
Western Australia Police Force is able to give me. Indeed, as part of the court case and its findings, 
information was released that has not been able to be provided to me. More information has come out 
there. There seems to me to be some contradictions. I know that the father has said that local detectives 
were not informed and that they did not know this person was a reportable offender, yet the advice that 
I get is that he has publicly been declared as a reportable offender. The advice that I get is that local police 
and local detectives are routinely informed and they have those lists. I have taken the trouble of making 
inquiries of several police sergeants from local jurisdictions over recent months. I have asked, “Are you 
aware of the reportable sex offenders in your area? Do you get that list? Do you get that information?” 
The response that I have had is that they do. I have no information to suggest that the offender in this 
circumstance was not known to the local district office. 

There are some significant issues here, but I will say that our government has been pretty quick to target 
dangerous sexual offenders. The Attorney General brought legislation to this place very early on. Some 
of the issues that have come out about this have been about the length of the sentence—that it is an 11-year 
sentence, that that is not long enough and that he could be out in nine years. Under the legislation that our 
Attorney General and our government put before this house, he can be declared a dangerous sexual 
offender and kept in jail indefinitely. He can be detained there. Further than that, under our government 
and our Attorney General, we have reversed the onus of proof on him to demonstrate that he is not 
a danger to the community if he is to be released. We have already taken action on dangerous sexual 
offenders. The Attorney General and I will work together to bring forward more law reforms in an area 
that, sadly, the member’s government ignored for some years. 

 


	DAVID LINDNER

